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FCG vdU
ulatiohs that will make it easier forProcess expected

to ease restrictions?
onp^tty ^3^

Associated Presis
wSl have to address whether

^easOTrregulations may^limit media di-
•versity/'"- '̂̂

WA^NCTON —Federal regula- ?^"^at^would people say if their
tors ^will/ take a new look at^^lmles cablekompanies, one.newspaper in
Imudiiipo^^ of newspajsere

' and radio j'statioti^Mmd^ercent -of^ stations«nfh wei^llllfowned by the same com
pany:?'̂ he said. 'Where do the new
lines getdrawn?"

The FCC said in June that it would

tions-v''^: <' ' ' •
The Federal Communications Com

missionis scheduledto begin a rule-
making process tomorrow that is
widely expected to produce newreg-

use this week's meeting to beginoffi
cial reviews of two rules —one.,con-

.. . ,

cemih^ the humber>of televisionand
ra^o statio^ a'company can own in
oniemarkef^^^ preventing

;iany^i6fCthd;fouri-kiajor' television net-

'flOT also ^ examine two
|rale^.that^wei^t rejert^ an ap-

^^ <peMs court this,year.and^rettirned to •
'jthegovemmenti'Thdse rules invohred
;;limits on thelhatipnal i^ach of com-
};ipanies'that|o^ |̂tnultiple'television^
' •''̂ lonsjart^otfebmM

jOwhtwdrtelevisidiistlabn^ the;5
Aemarket.
^ie FCC|already islooking at a re

section thatprohibits onecompany
jftpm ownirig'a broadcast stationand
a.'newspaper;|n the same market, as
ij^ell^ a rule thatlimits radio station

ia outlets
ownership.

The agency wants to combine its
work ,on the various rules to make
them more consistent and able to.
survive legal challenges. The FCC
has said its study and any potential
changes to the rules are expectedto
be completed by spring 2003.

FCC Chauinan Michael Powell has
expressed skepticism about broad
oi^nersliip limits and concerns fthat^
many of the agency's rules are based;
on hunches rather than facts.'
Pbwell's commentshave led to spec
ulation the rules will be relaxed or
repealed, leading to a wave of media
meigers.


